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Andy Wernic

Conflict of generations

He also accused the government of censorIng
information about nationwide protest against the
act.

Sabourin, the last speaker, attempted to show
in his comments that the FLQ kidnappings are
logical continuations of previous violent protests
in Quebec. He traced briefly the history of FLQ
activity showing how movements have always
been suppressed but never the problems that
cause violence.

He made the point that the Parti Quebecois
is no longer the most extreme movement in
Quebec and thus could have a better chance in
the next elections.

Implicit in his address was that separation by
Quebec is both necessary and inevitable. He en- .
couraged the audience to consider the possibility
and to ask themselves the question "Why do w'e
want Quebec in Canada?"

In the discussion period, Sabourin challenged
the point made by Starobin that the actions of the
FLQ had set back the separatist movement by
at least ten years. Starobin had been drawing
on his OW'n experience and his knowledge of
history to come to the conclusion that there
would be a reactionary backlash to the violence.
Sabourin argued that it was an unwise assump
tion to make because the political and social
climate was not necessarily the same as in the
past.

Many people left as the discussion dragged on
so that there were only about 50 people in the hall
when it w'as proposed that Glendon students
should take a stand in opposition to the War

,'Measures Act and the resultant suppression
of information, civil rights and legitimate pro
test.

Two or three petitions are being circulated
which concerned Glendon students are being
asked to sign.

discuss

Wernick, who was next to speak, made it very
clear in his address that he opposed the gov
ernment's use of the War Measures Act and
that he is unable to put his trust in the govern-
ment's judgement. -,-

He tried to show that the government is over
reacting to the Quebec situation and has been
using the War Measures L\ct to stifle legitimate
forms of protest. He gave the example of the con
fiscation of the Guelph Ubiversity student news
paper, the arrest of several union leaders in Que-
bec and members of FRAP, the Montreal party
that is opposing Drapea.u i s civic party.

GOy't stifles opposition

Starobin felt that the events of the last two
weeks would lead to an examination and a re
examination of Canada.' E.ven though the recent
events might involve a "loss of innocence" for
some Canadians, others might be brought to the
realization that violence has played a lengthy
and important role in Canadian history.

Starobin argued that the recent FLQ violence
represented an "act of desperation".

According to Starobin it was a sign of pol
itcal failure and exemplified the collapse of rad
ical revolutionary politics" in Quebec.

As a result ,of the slaying of Laporte, the FLQ
gave up all hopes of ever demonstrating a "ca

,pacity for autonomous power".
Starobin pointed out that the FLQ seemed to be

carrying on their insurrection solely for the
purpose of gaining the release of their fellow
revolutionaries. He criticized them for this on
theoretical grounds. He stated that 'if you are
only interested in recovering prisoners then you
"don't make a revolution - you make jail-
breaks. "

Starobin also made the point that the events
of the past two weeks represented the "collapse
of the conservative opposition" because it w'as
only the NDP which had acted as an opposition
to the government actio~.
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Intimidation in Alberta

Lethbridge, Alberta~ the Meliorist
distributed despite threats of arrest
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r by local police. The university ad
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'I'uesday, October 20 -Arts and Science
Dean Holmes, an acting senior administra
tor, phoned Meliorist editor .Barry Poffen
roth and said he forbade the Meliorist
to distribute the rest of their editions.

The dean followed up his call with a
letter saying the same thing and also
informing the editor:

"I shall recommend to the president
and the General Faculties Council that
any student apprehended distributing said
literature be dismissed from the un
iversity. "

Poffenroth resigned in protest.
The students face. a double jeopardy sit

uation - to be jailed~ or to be convicted of
, a criminal offense. The university said they'
also would have to take disciplinary steps..

Guelph action

In Guelph, the local police confiscated
the plates and papers of the Ontarion on
Friday, charging they contravened section
62 of the Criminal Code which deals with
seditious libel. The edition of the paper
carried the FLQ Manifesto.

Police Chief Robert McCarron said that
no charges had been laid. "There was an
investigation," he said" "but it Is now
closed. We have nothing more to do with
the Ontarion."

McCarron said he knew where the plates
are that were taken from the printer) s but
refused to disclose the place.

Editor of the paper Steven Nazer said he
might resign over the whole affair.

On Monday, the Ontarion was forced to
hand out 4,000 gestetnered papers explain
ing the seizure, because they could not find
a printer who would run off the paper. The
Ontarion was laying out another paper Wed
nesday night, but they still w'ere unsure if
they could find a printer to put it out.

There was not much reaction to the whole
affair on the Guelph campus. A member of
the Ontarion editorial board said people have
trouble separating civil liberties from the
actions of the FLQ that brought on the in
vocation of the War Measures Act.

Many papers find themselves imposing
a form of self-censorship because they are
unable to interpret the War Measures Act
in terms of freedom of the press and their
own particular copy. It seems there is al
ways some vigilant administrator waiting
to pounce.

In Quebec

'Quebec Provincial Police are consider
ing seizing copies of the trade union-sup
ported weekl~ paper Quebec-Presse that
called for Quebecois to participate in "pas
sive resistance " against theTrudeaugov
ernment's actions.

The high command of the QPP in Mon
treal is carefully going over the newspaper
but has yet to make a decision about seizureQ

The ~aper~ in an editorial statement en
titl-ed 'Resisting the Repression" said~
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